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August 7, 1896 754 

MEXICO. 

Smallpox in Vera Cruz. 

Vera Cruz, Mexico, July 29, 1896. 
Sir : Confirming my telegram of yesterday, I beg to report that yel- 
low fever has appeared- in this port; there are 3 cases, 2 at the port 
works adjoining the city and 1 in the city. So far no deaths have been 
reported. 

I am, General, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Charles Schaefer, 

United States Consul. 

PERU. 

Report on smallpox in Callao and Lima. 

Callao, Peru, June 25, 1896. 

Sir : I have the honor to advise you that smallpox may now be said 
to have attained an epidemic form in Callao. The growth of this dis- 
ease, as officially reported, has been as follows: Deaths — 1895: 3. 
1896 : January, 2 ; February, 5 ; March, 9 ; April, 24 ; May, 31 ; June, 
to 21st, 43 ; total to June 21, 117. 

The number of cases has never been officially reported. Becent unof- 
ficial reports placed the number of cases in the various stages at 
upward of 400. 

For Lima, the data, thus far published in condensed form, are as fol- 
lows : Deaths — 1895 : October, 4 ; November, 14 ; December, 28. 1896 : 
January, 55 ; February, 48 ; March, 38 ; total to March 31, 187. 

A vaccinal institute has been in active operation since the outbreak 
of the disease in Lima. It has furnished quantities of animal lymph, 
with which, on three days per week, surgeons have vaccinated, free of 
charge, all persons applying. In addition, the city has been divided 
into districts, where free vaccination has been administered by other 
surgeons every day except Sundays. By these means about 4,000 free 
vaccinations have been administered per week for several weeks past. 
TJp to April 15, 17,623 free vaccinations had been officially reported. 
The number in private practice has not been ascertained, but it is 
believed to have been large. 

It is to be regretted that the application of sanitary measures has not 
been so prompt in Callao; hence, the sudden alarming proportions 
lately attained by the disease. Vaccination, however, is now progress- 
ing rapidly, in conjunction with other measures, and there is reason to 
hope that the declining stage will soon be reached. 

On December 7, ultimo, I began to note the progress 1 of smallpox in 
Lima and Callao, in the weekly sanitary reports forwarded by this con- 
sulate, and thereafter, also, in all the bills of health issued to vessels 
leaving for ports in the United States. 

I am also instructing the masters of all vessels bound for the United 
States ports to have all persons aboard who may be liable to take the 
disease vaccinated before embarkation. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, Leon Jastrembki, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 



